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This is everywhere the condition of Western rule in the East. But
another thought weighed greatly in these times with those who look
to the moral foundations of government. This was that the British
Government was nearing the end of what it could do, without much
more active Indian co-operation, for the social progress of the country.
It had all but reached the limits of taxation which an alien Government
dared impose ; if the country was to be taxed for education or other
social purposes, it could only be by responsible Indian Ministers.
They alone could overcome the caste prejudice and religious tabus
which stood in the way of sanitary reform, scientific agriculture and
the ordering of the sexual life so remorselessly exposed in Miss Mayo's
" Mother India," on rational principles. They alone could deal with
" untouchability." To stand in their way if they sincerely believed,
as many of them professed to do, that they could do for their country
what British administrators were manifestly unable to do, was to rob
the Government of its moral justification.
It was in no shallow optimism that the great experiment was made.
With all its reservations and qualifications it was inevitably to some
extent a leap in the dark, the success of which in any near future was
bound to depend on the measure in which Indian politicians could be
induced to turn from agitation to practical politics.
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